








EDUCATION: (1) Soka University of America in Aliso Viejo, California. (2) Members of
the first class at SUA Aliso Viejo celebrate their graduation. (3) Children at the Brazil
Soka Kindergarten grow vegetables as part of their extracurricular activities. (4) Soka
High School students in Japan participate in the EARTHKAM project whereby they can
study satellite images of the Earth.
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Daisaku lkeda's efforts to fulfill the SGI's vision
of a peaceful world have led him to establish a
number of institutions dedicated to peace,
education and intercultural exchange.

Education

Following the spirit of Tsunesaburo Makiguchi,
Ikeda has founded a number of educational
institutions with the aim of encouraging
students to develop wisdom and humanity and
contribute to the realization of a peaceful
world. In Japan the Soka education system runs
from kindergarten through to graduate study.

The Institute of Oriental Philosophy (IOP),
founded in 1962, is a research center that aims
to make Asia’s rich philosophical heritage

accessible to people throughout the world. With

centers in Japan, the United Kingdom, France,
Russia, Hong Kong and India, the IOP presents
seminars, conferences and symposiums

examining social and scientific issues from the

Soka kindergartens have also been opened in
Singapore, Brazil, Hong Kong and Malaysia, and
Soka University of America (SUA) in Aliso Viejo,
California, offers a liberal arts program for
undergraduate students. Its core curriculum,
based on the ideal of promoting global
citizenship, includes a second-language
program with a study-abroad period, and the
study of global issues and the human
condition.

The Soka education system, which is open to
all and offers no religious instruction, is based
on Makiguchi's educational philosophy of value
creation. It emphasizes close interaction
between faculty and students and encourages
students to develop into people with a broad
outlook on life. The schools aim to nurture the
unique creative potential of each child. Soka
University in Japan has exchange programs
with over 90 universities worldwide.

perspectives of Buddhism and other religions. It
also participates in exchanges with scholars from
different cultural traditions.

Under the sponsorship of the Soka Gakkai, the
[OP's Buddhist manuscript series is helping to
preserve ancient texts and make them more widely available to scholars and students. The I0P
has also organized public exhibitions of rare Buddhist manuscripts, collaborating with the St.
Petersburg Branch of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Facsimile editions of ancient Nepalese transcriptions of
the Lotus Sutra published by the |OP.
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PEACE: (1) At the Boston Research Center's “Talking Back' to Whitman:

Poetry Matters" forum in 2005. (2) Thoreau expert Bradley Dean

addresses the first intercultural forum at the BRC, October 2004. _

(3) Discussing the Transcendentalists at the BRC, 2004. LR EOUCKTIC
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(5) The conference “Creating a Global Civilization of Dialogue and Peace” held in Madrid in May 2005, cosponsored by the Toda Institute
for Global Peace and Policy Research, the lberian-American Foundation and the Spain Chapter of The Club of Rome.



Peace

The Boston Research Center for the 21st
Century (BRC), located in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, U.S.A., is an international peace
institute founded in 1993 by Daisaku lkeda.
Inspired by the SGI's philosophy of value
creation, the BRC works to build cultures of
peace through dialogue and education. Its
programs and publications focus on education
for global citizenship, women's leadership for
peace, and the philosophy and practice of
community-building, locally and globally.

The overarching goal of these programs is

to contribute to a shift in U.S. culture

from isolation, violence and war to
interconnectedness, nonviolence and peace.
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To build a stronger sense of global community,
BRC inaugurated a forum for intercultural
dialogue in the fall of 2004. The first forum
aimed at finding common ground between
the American Transcendentalists and Eastern
wisdom, and the second, in 2005, explored
international responses to the poetry and spirit
of Walt Whitman. The BRC's publications

now include Educating Citizens for Global
Awareness as well as earlier titles promoting
nonviolence and examining the Earth Charter.
So far, multi-author books produced by the
center have been used as supplemental texts
in more than 300 college and university
courses in the United States.

The Toda Institute for Global Peace and Policy
Research, founded by Daisaku Ikeda, was
established in 1996 in honor of the ideals
advocated by the second Soka Gakkai president
Josei Toda, a staunch pacifist who called for the

abolition of all nuclear weapons. The institute
brings peace researchers, policy-makers and
community activists together on projects
related to peace-building and dialogue
among civilizations.

The institute's research program has engaged
over 500 peace scholars in all five continents,
focusing on the issues of human security,
regionalization and democratization. It has held
international conferences in London, Berlin,
Durban, Cyprus, Istanbul, Okinawa, Tokyo,
Madrid, Vancouver and Budapest which have led
to the publication of over 16 volumes, including
contributions from prominent peace scholars.

The institute also publishes Peace and Policy,
a journal devoted to such themes as “Violence
in a Nonviolent World," and "America and

the World: The Double Bind."

In its second decade, 2006-2015, the Toda
Institute will focus on the themes of human
development, regional conflicts and global
governance.
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Culture

The Min-0On Concert Association seeks to
deepen mutual understanding and friendship
among countries by promoting global music
and cultural exchange, in the belief that artistic
expression has the ability to foster peace by
transcending differences of nationality, race
and language. Since its inception in 1963,
Min-On, based in Tokyo, has participated in
music, dance and performing arts exchanges
with groups from 92 countries and regions.

Min-On has also established a museum and a
music library, initiated music competitions to
encourage young talent and provided free
school concerts.

The Tokyo Fuji Art Museum (founded in 1983)
not only brings to the Japanese public the
treasures of the world's cultural heritage, but
also makes its own collection of art available
to museums around the world. The museum
houses over 25,000 items of artwork —
paintings, pottery, lacquerware, calligraphy,
woodblock prints, sculpture and photographs
— from East and West, ancient and modern.

© Tokyo Fuji Art Museum J8 1"

CULTURE: (1) Daughter of Fisherman by William Adolphe Bouguereau from the collection of the Tokyo Fuji Art Museum. (2) The Cambodian
Royal Ballet performs in Japan at the invitation of Min-On, 2002. (3) The Great Wave by Hokusai from the Tokyo Fuji Art Museum.
(4) Dancer with the Senegal National Ballet on the "Heartbeat of Dakar" tour hosted by Min-On in Japan, 2005.



Preamble

We, the constituent organizations and
members of the Soka Gakkai International
(hereinafter called SGI), embrace the
fundamental aim and mission of contributing
to peace, culture and education based on the
philosophy and ideals of the Buddhism of
Nichiren Daishonin.

We recognize that at no other time in history
has humankind experienced such an intense
juxtaposition of war and peace, discrimination
and equality, poverty and abundance as in the
20th century; that the development of
increasingly sophisticated military technology,
exemplified by nuclear weapons, has created a
situation where the very survival of the human
species hangs in the balance; that the reality of
violent ethnic and religious discrimination
presents an unending cycle of conflict; that
humanity's egoism and intemperance have
engendered global problems, including
degradation of the natural environment and
widening economic chasms between developed
and developing nations, with serious
repercussions for humankind's collective future.

We believe that Nichiren Daishonin's Buddhism,
a humanistic philosophy of infinite respect for
the sanctity of life and all-encompassing
compassion, enables individuals to cultivate
and bring forth their inherent wisdom and,
nurturing the creativity of the human spirit, to
surmount the difficulties and crises facing
humankind and realize a society of peaceful
and prosperous coexistence.

We, the constituent organizations and members
of SGlI, therefore, being determined to raise
high the banner of world citizenship, the spirit
of tolerance, and respect for human rights
based on the humanistic spirit of Buddhism,
and to challenge the global issues that face
humankind through dialogue and practical
efforts based on a steadfast commitment to
nonviolence, hereby adopt this charter,
affirming the following purposes and
principles:

Purposes and Principles

1. SGI shall contribute to peace, culture and
education for the happiness and welfare of
all humanity based on Buddhist respect for
the sanctity of life.

2. SGI, based on the ideal of world citizenship,
shall safeguard fundamental human rights
and not discriminate against any individual
on any grounds.

3. SGI shall respect and protect the freedom
of religion and religious expression.

4. SGI shall promote an understanding of
Nichiren Daishonin's Buddhism through
grassroots exchange, thereby contributing
to individual happiness.

5. SGI shall, through its constituent
organizations, encourage its members to
contribute toward the prosperity of their
respective societies as good citizens.

6. SGI shall respect the independence and
autonomy of its constituent organizations
in accordance with the conditions
prevailing in each country.

7. SGI shall, based on the Buddhist spirit of
tolerance, respect other religions, engage
in dialogue and work together with them
toward the resolution of fundamental issues
concerning humanity.

8. SGI shall respect cultural diversity and
promote cultural exchange, thereby
creating an international society of mutual
understanding and harmony.

9. SGI shall promote, based on the Buddhist
ideal of symbiosis, the protection of nature
and the environment.

10. SGI shall contribute to the promotion of
education, in pursuit of truth as well as the
development of scholarship, to enable all
people to cultivate their individual character
and enjoy fulfilling and happy lives.

@ Printed in Japan on recycled paper.

17








