
Culture of Peace
Distinguished Speakers Series

Varun Soni serves as Dean of Religious Life of USC. In this role, he brings together the spiritual and scholarly 
resources of the university, provides moral and ethical leadership for the USC community, and works closely with the 70 
student religious groups and the 35 Religious Directors on campus. He also oversees the Interfaith Council, organizes 
interdisciplinary events that explore religion broadly conceived, and leads ceremonial and memorial events. 

Dean Soni brings a broad range of life experience to the Office of Religious Life. For three years, 
he taught in the Law and Society Program at UCSB, where he was responsible for designing and 
teaching the course curriculum for upper-division undergraduate lecture courses. During this time, 
he also served as a faculty advisor for the Police and Community Rights Project. While teaching at 
UCSB, he also launched two successful business ventures; the first will release its first graphic novel 
next year while the second provides legal support to immigration law firms and their client corpo-
rations. Born in India and raised in Southern California, he has family on five continents and they 
collectively represent every major religious tradition in the world.

Culture of Peace Resource Center
Sponsored by Soka Gakkai International-USA
310-260-8900   www.sgi-usa.org
•  Lectures are free and open to the public.  
•  For guaranteed admission, seats may be reserved through email 
    at peacelectures@sgi-usa.org.  
•  Watch the live webcast of the lecture at www.vov.com/coptv.  
•  Reception to follow.   
•  Come and win a $50 gift certificate for culture of peace books and gift items!  
•  Free parking at 1212 7th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401.

Varun Soni
Dean of Religious Life
University of Southern California

4 pm, Saturday, April 17, 2010 
At the Culture of Peace 
Resource Center  
606 Wilshire Blvd. 
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Fostering Peace through Higher Education


